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UM JOURNALISM SCHOOL MAKES THE GRADE FOR ACCREDITATION
MISSOULA —
A national accreditation team has recommended reaccreditation for the University of
Montana School of Journalism, citing among its strengths a quality dean and faculty, motivated
students and the school's commitment to diversity.
A four-member team representing the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and
Mass Communications visited the school Feb. 13-16. The visit was the culmination of a yearlong
self-study conducted by the school and the completion of an extensive report submitted to
ACEJMC. The site team's recommendation for reaccreditation will go to the accrediting council
for final action in May.
Also singled out for praise was the school's focus on teaching news reporting and the
quality of instruction, the significant media experience of its faculty, the camaraderie between
faculty and students and the “vibrant” student media.
UM President George Dennison called the report "one of the most positive” he had seen in
his 10 years of leadership.
“We are highly pleased with this report,” said journalism Dean Jerry Brown. “It reflects
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well on the faculty who spend hours in their offices, after class, working with students - and it
says much about the quality of students who have made this program strong, about our successful
alumni and about the support we have received from state and regional media.”
The accreditation team also recommended more resources to support faculty development
and encourage more scholarly work. Further, members said the school “desperately needs to have
broadcast and print housed in the same building.”
Print students take classes in the Journalism Building, while broadcast students are across
campus, spread among three buildings. Dean Brown has made one of his priorities raising funds
for a building to bring the approximately 400 majors under one roof.
Accreditation means the school fulfills its mission and compares favorably with similar
programs. It also allows the school to approach the many notable philanthropic foundations that
do not accept proposals from non-accredited schools. Over the past two years, the school has
received $430,000 from such organizations.
The second oldest undergraduate school of journalism in the United States, the UM school
was founded in 1914 and first accredited in 1948. Accreditation is reviewed every six years. Of
some 400 programs in the country, only 110 are accredited.
The site-visit team was led by Will Norton, dean of the University of Nebraska College of
Journalism and Mass Communications. Joining him were Sandra Dickson, co-director of the
Documentary Institute at the University of Florida; Claude Cookman, an assistant professor of
photojournalism at the University of Indiana; and Don Flores, editor of the El Paso Times,
representing working professionals.
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